
Disease and Dirt Deluging the
Metropolis.

ABOMINABLE AliUNES

Tlir Street Contractor To Ito Indicted
by the Grand Jury.

HORRORS IN HARLEM.

Eleven Hundred Citizens Petition the Doard
of Health To Abolish the Con¬

tractors* Pet Dumping Ground.

One day last week the Herald called the atten¬
tion of the public to the dangerous and lilthy con¬
dition of the streets, and from the Impression then
made by the forcible article In the Herald the Hoard
of Health has taken the matter up, und there is now
come probability that New York will soon enjoy the
novelty of clean streets. Upon an order Issued by
the Hoard the sanitary Inspector sent out a

number of his assistants to examine the condition
of the city's surface, aud the result of these gentle¬
men's labors has been sent in to the Board. One
especial and very noticeable feature of that paper
Is the constant reference to the cobble stones and
the imperfect paving of the 6trccts. This phase of
the present difficulty was first pointed out by the
Herald, aud its enormity and danger to the public
health had never been dreamed of until It was
described In the article alluded to above.
The contract under which the streets are now

ALLOWED TO TESTER WITIl TII.TII

only asfcs the holder of that instrument to dean the
paved streets, and he most certainly translates the
phraseology of the contract iu the broadest sense.
The disarrangement of a couple of cobble stones Is
sufth lent excuse for the present Scavenging Bri¬
gade to forsake an entire block. A rut In the next
row of houses will result in the same thing, anil so

ou for the length ol an entire street, until the thor¬
oughfare

REEKS WITH ROTTING GARBAGE.
When the matter was started iu the Hoard of

Health yesterday Commissioner Burr, after n long
speech upon the universal 111th of the city, proposed
that the Board request the Grand Jury to indict the
street contractor or take some other definite means
to protect the lives of the people. The Commissioner
.aid in the course of his remarks:."If something
Is not done, nnd soon too, we shall
have an epidemic sweeping this city such
as has been recently devastation Philadelphia. The
sublect is a most serious one and demands the
instant attention of tne Board. If the contractor
will not perform the duty for which he Is paid, then
the proper authority should be found out nnd the
law enforced. It Is dreadful to think wliut the ciiy
may i»»* subjected to by the greed of one man."
President Itosworth informed the Commissioners
that the Board of Health hud 110 jurisdiction over the
contractor whatever; an erroneous impression had

fone torth, which gave the people to suppose the
toard of Health had the power to order the clean-
ing of the streets at any moment. Such, the Presl-
¦tent explained, is not the case. The Hoard has no
power to incur any outlay unless an appropriation
has been innde for that especial purpose. Com-
missioner Mullaly asked the President, if the
matter did not come under the control of the Street
Cleaning Commission. To this tho President an-
.wered"The only power the Street Cleaning
Commission has over the preseut. contractor is to

STOP THE PAYMENT OP His BILLS,
and that has been done recently, but it only re¬
tards the work and does not clean the city. Com¬
missioner Manlcrre proposed that in the present
deplorable condition of affairs the public be peti¬
tioned to subscribe sums of money, each citizen
giving what he could afford, to clean the
streets, and that the Board undertake
to do the work. ne said that if
the plan were successful the city could
be cleuned in thirty days. This absurd motion was
voted down by President, Hnsworth, Commissioners
Oeecarlni, Gross aud Dr. Stephen Smith. Commis¬
sioners Mallally, Manierre and Harr voted for the
motion. Alter some further discussion of the snb-
|ect it was dismissed, with a suggestion from Presi¬
dent Bosworth to attach an order to the report of
the City Sanitary Inspector compelling the contrac¬
tor 10

CLEAN THE PAVED STREETS,
lanes and alleys of the city according to the letter
of the contract tinder which he holds the position.
On the conclusion of the regular business 01 the
Board a committee of citizens was received by the
Board, who had gone there to present a petition
signed by 1,100 cititizms in Harlem and the
vicinity against the further of dumping of
garbage and fill It iu that locality by the
contractor. The Hekakd called attention to the
abominable nuisance in its recent article on the
streets and showed very plainly the danger that
existed from it to the pobUo health. The street
contractor bought the property some years ago at a
merely nominal figure, and without any permit or
privilege commenced to tling the tilth of New York
into the ground and manufacture profitable propert y
lor himself at the risk ol thousands of lives. This,though directly In opposition to law. has been
continued ever since, nnd the effect of it has gone
on increasing until ttie people in the neighborhood
now drew un epidemic from the stench comingfrom

THIS DECOMPOSING MASS OF FILTH.
This around which was complained of by the peo¬
ple of Yorkvilie and Harlem who petitioned the
Board of Health yesterday, lies between Ninety-
second and 106th streets oil the Ka«t River, and. not J
content with making that district a plague ground,
the contractors' officials have even gone so far as
to fill in a bulkhead close to the Harlem bridge
with the same matter thrown into the marshyground belonging to the contractor. The petition
presented by the committee was signed by a num¬
ber ol prominent citizens sad t ti» directors and as¬
sistants of two large schools in Harlem, one 01
which was attended by over fourteen hundred chil¬
dren. These gentlemen, as well as the other sign¬
ers of the document., state that

TIIK STENCH ARISING FROM THE D1-TRTCT
complained or is so great that they have frequentlyto shut up all the windows in their houses, even in
the warmest weather, to avoid the dangerous
effects of the miasma. In one office, a member of
the committee said, three clerks had sickened one
afternoon, and they had to be removed from the
office to save their lives. On the conclusion of the
committee's testimony before the Hoard. Commis¬
sioner Manierre moved that the Board of
Police be requested to arrest all personsdumping garbage or street tilth on this
ground 111 future, and the City Sanitary Inspector
was requested to have the locality thoroughlyexamined and to report its exact condition to the
Board. At a subsequent meeting of the Hoard ofPolice an outer was Issued to the force in supportof Commissioner Munlerre's motion In the Hoard of
Health, and thus, lor the time ts ing. the nuisance
of dumping has been abated. The city SanitaryInspector lias been ordered to furnish tue reportsupplemented with u sketch of the condition of

THE MANURE IlfMPlNO GROUNDS
on both sides of the island, by Friday next, and
there is 110 doubt the Hoard will then order a
thorough disinfection of the objectionable ground
at the expense of the contractor. The effect ol the
prompt action of the Hoard of Police iu sustainingthft Board of Health may be seen from the report of
Btreet Superintendent Middleton, who says that
the recent order Issued to the police to
arrest nil parties Hinging dirt into the streets
has made a difference in the garbage carted
out of the city In one week of 1,000 loads. This. 10
itself, Is a stupendous result, and it Is to be hoped
the police captains of the several precincts w.u
carry the order out In the Interest of the public

lrarwe 1 Hire.
The following is the report of the city Samtarv

Inspector on the condition of the stre< ts ..
In compliance with your resolution of the nth uurt I

have the honor to report that a complete tour ol ob*erva-
tion w a* made yesterday throughout the eity with refer
face to the condition of the street* as regard* clear»llne>

It w as found that the street* and avenui s 1} ins ea*t or
>10 colTldrd avenue end the Bowery were in a terrible coiidl

tion. The excessively Illihy winter's accumulations hud
not been removed. East of Third avenue, from Sixty-
tlrxt to Fourteenth streets, the streets were not we'll
cleaned, and presented tire usual qppeuratice that l« gen¬
erally observed in the interval betwren the weekly
sweeping, with the exception of some street* where the
May day exodus seemed to have caused a general empty¬
ing out from the house* of all the accumulated household
rubbish or the year.The avenues'east of Fourth were as follows

!.. xmelon avenne .Swept to-day; dirt iu piles not yet
removed, from Fifty-seventh to Fortv second streets;
clean from Forty-second to Thirty-third streets; Thirty
third street to uramercy Park riot clea.i; dirt con-jstiny
ot line dn*t.
Third asenne..Whole length and portions of Fonrth

were not well cleaned, gutters obtiru fed nearly w hole
length. In these avenue*, and some street*, the Mutual
(>a* Light Company have recently been lay ing pipes, und
much return* dirt has been lelt by them, which creates a
this dust and adds nuieh to the tuiclean condition*.
¦ »v,;!'ue.-N°t well cleaned. The cobble atone
V,.,!!.!o'.!Li J1'1" ¦venue, from Forty-jvcond street to

dil irua.i 1 i'KJ1 .I'f sent* a xur**ee sn broken and
cltanltur i« ,wT«\ .

w ith sunken holts, that thoroughVm?-.
U ucxl t» an impo»dhilit\

Davert a itii"ItTisUn'ri "> Thirty sixth street. i»
hut needs ,u.Atutlfits an eveo .HiirfAccFortvfnilrth *'«frU, ul GrtUrrn Fif'tlfth WW<
uverHic ^ m .'.r. o !mi Tht".v*lxtll rtreet, down thisnavmfent ' V .".PMj'Wd condition .» reword*Cr ird y IVe*nlng tan^;;*^;' "U"," ' "" """"""

out Its length UUrt w*' observed ihrough-
diUou'oia week's If.nmfuT''"1"1 ,t,r "M,nl con'iiuou ot a ski. a accumulation*, added to bv the Nov

daV* rontrlbnllohs, for 0*,rr,Bp',^I®"^Uu.u«hw.mli'.?'-
iiud Iioumi slop lultlitloiis, which seoui to l>( piLvutcui.

WTho^r<«U into^cX« ffiSifJveau.. wore found farfnSSreniVlnlus ainl w..Ul evidently bo -0011 scattered over the

SUt[ 1" !¦F!v .i'v:i(Vtentiv^n*hii'iP* distances tor more than
i J. niv i r hours.of removing tin- heaps ot dirt andih!^t in''njir< troi.i the xlrci-t* jiclcaU the object Ol secur-

'"fi'.H'.'iMtiVioIrwTl.ti^'rvV'd trom Thirty llrst U. Twenty-
four 'h str- i-t f.i it of Third avenue. From Twenty-third toSHveiilSfiilh'atri'iI inclusive. all cast ol Ihird avenue,
were not lean, and had not been cleaned apparently tor

^o'angVof sweepers worn cleaning the streets and ave
nni'M ol the Seventeenth wnrd below Fourteenth tdreet,

Kir-t avenue, which were in very bad condition.
It w im remarked tliat, alMioush the cart* here lol owed

tlif swi-unnr* closely, ronalderahle quantities were If It ot
each pile by the cartinen. ao that one could hardly be con-
vlni ed that the work had Just been done..so Imperfectly
were iho heaps removed. Many ot the hirceta ol thia ana
the Klevenlh ward arc paved with wornout cobble-
atone pavements, and as a consemtcttcc unclean tt itterr
lb i'n mud holes or clouds ot dust claimed the priced nte.
From Houston, In the Eleventh ward, to Division. Ilathe

Tenth ward, the streets and crosa streets from
la-inn clean, some of them, the most travelled and Iron
sprinkling, belli* quite muddy. Tbt gutters in ucarlv all
were filled with a very offeiudrc deposit.

In thoHi venth ward Division si"rTw£portions of Henry, Madison. Monroe bb«ry and Waterit, eeta and all ol flnutli street were louiid In the »*»«
dirty condition of a week or more absence ol the sweep
ers in those portions ot those .streets occupied by the
tenement houses the usual accumulations ol 111tliv t^hes
paibaBe nnd house slops were everywhere eiidcut to at
'' In'tti!,rFourth ward Catharine, Oliver, James and Roose¬
velt streets inalntaluod their pre eiinuenee lor uni lcanti-
noss, although not so bad as has frequently been sec in A
cans ot cleaners were at work through thorn with good
C'ThroughTin*Second ward clouds of dust obscured the
vision, which the throng ol business pursuits would not
let rest. Bookman, Ann. Fulton ami John streets.anil
Muidcu lane need cleaning. Iu the l'irst w*rh, J*®ar' .

Water, Front, Beaver, Bridge, Htone and MarkcttieM
street* were very dirty, with ut leust u week s* rccuituiia-
tion, while cruMftng Uroadway and PftMrtng
tireenwieh and Washington streets tliey lound tearfullyilMl"below Chambers street, the gutters reeking with
the abominations cast out ol tenement and bonriling
houses. The cross streets intersecting them, trom Broad
wav to North ltiver, worn without exception < a®**-
Mvelv lllthv. Evidently there had been an ultempt within
a few day" to remove some of this tilth, but the condition
of the cobble-stoue pavement renders f utterly impoa-
stole to clean thoroughly or keep c 1can die si tu o stri«U
below Obambers street. No words can udoijtiatilv de¬
scribe them, and only a compulsory ride through them
can give a proper expression ol tfi-lr true condition.
Throughout the Third ward, west ot Broadway, the

^^i^tnc Sbtthw ard.usuolly the worst of any.evidently
much effort has been made tor the better, and. w ith the
exception ol'Baxter, below (.anal, and some piiitiuii-.nl
Vott, Elizabeth and Mulberry, the stre. ts were toleiably
Vhe Fdahth and Ninth wards west of Broadway, front

Canal to West Fourteenth street with the < xeentton »
streets running westerly, particular!) West twelfth
and Little Tweltth street, IVoiit Hudson to Ihi North
Klver were In a tolerably tair condition. Those lying
west of Hudson street need cleaning very much, hut it
may be ,-uid the dirt consists principally ol the bsise kind
which becomes pulverized, and is more objectionable oil
account ot its dust titan from any offensivettesa. lite
Fourteenth ward presents a tolerably clean surlace. The
Thirteenth needs cleaning, many streets being dtrtv. par¬ticularly ltiviugtoii and Dclanccy and those intersectingtin-in Lew is, Pannou, Columbia. Slierid. Willett, I iti,
litdge Atturuev, Clinton and Suffolk. The Fitteenth
ward, from Bowery and Fourth avenue to .-sixth avenue,Wi st Houston to West Fourteenth street, with its inter¬
secting streets, is in a tolerably lair condition, except
South Filth avenue, unpnved.
Passing up Ninth avenue, tilrough ttie Sixteenth ward,

from West Fourteenth street to T wenty sixth street, the
streets are tolerably clean, with some tew exceptions,
as Sixteenth street, west ol Eighth avenue, dirty,
s ventcen heaps ol dirt to be removed; T went)-secoud
street between Kighth and Ninth avenues, bad; Twenty-ttfth and Twenty-sixth streets, bad cobblestone pavementin very bad condition; Twenty-eighth street between
Ninth and Tenth avenues, luid; ihirty-lltth. Thirty-sixth,Thirty-seventh and Thirty-ninth streets, dirty and, bad.
cobblestone pavements; Ninth avenue, trom Ihirtj-tourth
to Forty-eighth street, is paved with the old cobblestone,
ull in bad condition, and as a consequence unclean.
Forty eighth street, Ninth to Tenth avenue, no pave¬

ment; heaps ol'filth.
....,, ,Forty-ninth street, Kightli to Ninth avenue, cobblestone;

^Fiftieth street, Eighth to Ninth avenue, Belgian pave-
"'n'liy'sccoiid street, Eighth to Niuth avenue, Belgian
pavement; flirty. ... ,...Fifty-third street, Eighth to Ninth avenue, cobblestone;
(1,Futy-flfth street, Ninth to Tenth avenue, cobblestone;
'"Vs'a general rule the nearer one approaches to the
North and East Rivers arc found the most neglected
streets, both as to cleanliness and faulty pavements. »lie
central portions of the city arc lit very good condition be¬
tween Third and Eighth avenues. Another reason lor the
dirtv appearance of many street" lies in the lactol an
apparently unustiul and extraordinary amount ol house
repairing, rebuilding and the construction ot new build¬
ings pipe laying and sewer constructions. All these
add not only to the local conditions in almost
every street," but the dirt and refuse which arc
carted to and fro trom these operations keep the streets
Uttered with dirt dropping therefrom, and tho immediate
places blocked up with the same materials, not only ob¬
structing the street travel but preventing their propercleaning. Clouds ol dust from buildings being demolished
or repaired, with that caused by heaps of Hand,add greatly to our discomfort, particularly at tins time,when tor waut of rain earthy matters become reduced
to powder.

... .Although the streets and avenues of the rity generallydo not present anything like the. dangerously Pithy con¬
ditions that they did some three or lour weeks smce, yetit Is perfectly evident that a weekly going over, removing
but a portion ot the accumulations each lime, will not and
cannot keep tlie city in such a sanitary condition as the
season or the public health demand.
Without its being in anv way an apology for neglect or

want of well organized system, it mav with Justice be
said, that the unclesn condition ol the streets is o» lug in
it grout measure to the defective terms of the street clean-
ing contract, requiring but. a weekly cleaning. Those
sections ol the city where there is great density ot popu¬lation in tenement nouses, require, as u sanitary lic-
eessitv at least three cleaning" per week, these including
all those wards lying easterly ol the Hecond avenue, from
Thirty-fourth street to Fourteenth street, and all ol the
eitv south of Fourteenth street, and portions of the wards
lying west of Elgth avenue, trom Fourteenth street to
Filly-fourth street.
Another fact was markedly apparent in this hasty ex-

Hinluation, und iias boon frequently dwelt upon by the
Health Inspectors, that of the faulty and.in many places,
really dangerous condition of the old cobble stone pave-
inenUu It is but too evident that the worn ont, displaced
old cobble stone and rotten v ooden pavement have verymuch to do with this unsanitary and unhealthy condi¬
tion, tor ihe rule was almost without an exception that
streets anil avenues so paved were those most lllthy.
From the tact ot tlie irregttltr system ol eollectiug to Pes
and garbage by the contractor, has billowed the almost
universal neglect and violation ot civil and sanltarv laws
in the throwing into the pttclie -.treet.sol every kind ol re-
ibse and house Pltli, thus causing a seeming indinerincc
'°W h'dee'.m'pi isl'ti g animal and voce table refuse con¬
stantly present in the ..utters, giving off poisonous gases
or with impalpable clouds ot street dust penetrating our
lungs, what better means ean be eniploycd.it ma, l e
asked, to invite epidemics and endemic- or cause pesti¬lences to flourish. -Vs sanitarians and guardians ol public
health tliese conditions cannot but cutis' anxiety end
stimulate- us to renewed exertions to plaet- the city in a
better sanitary condition.

SMALLPOX.
The following is the comparative statement of

contagions diseases reported at the Bureau of
Sanitary Inspection for tho two weeks ending May
4, 1872:.
ITseX Ty- 7v' tiW- Jjlpk-Small- jEk-Kaff PAW- !*«»>. ^Aprils 5 11 * 2? ,5 2?May 4 1 « 1(« 1891
Among the smallpox rases occurring -luring the

past week twenty-lour were fonnd who had neverImcn vaccinated and whose ages ranged from
twenty-four days to thirty-one years.

METHODIST GENERAL CONFER¬
ENCE.

The Bishop's Report.Addresses l»y Or*.
Wiseman, Pansiion, Crosby and McKay.
The Conference met yesterday, Bishop Anir? pre¬

siding. Alter rea-ling the journal, Dr. I.analun
contDialned that his report had not been published
in the Daily Advocate, and Dr. Slicer Joined Dsn"
with him in an assertion that the journal in ques¬
tion had designedly omitted several important
matters that should have betm printed. The
Special Committee, on the Bible Society
Anniversary reported the name* of a deputation
appointed to attend <hc society's meeting in New
York. The Bishop's quadrennial report was then
read. Tt was very voluminous, and in regard to
the rapid progress which Christianity ha-l been
making -luring the last century and a half. The
membership of the C'bnr-h during the lasi four
years was 275,242, while its corporate wealth had
increased wonderfully. The statistics of the value
of Church property were interesting. The annual
collections for the relief of age-l and needy minis¬
ters. or their widows and orphans, since 1871,
amounted to |5,255,'i!7, being an increase
of $197,127. The report referred to the
visits of missionaries to foreign climes, ap-plan-le-l the munificence of laymen who had jmade handsome endowments for pdut it tonal
purposes, deeiied the action of the lioituiu Catholic
priests to destroy the fundamental principle of our
tree school system, and stated that tt would heroine
the Methodist Church to celebrate is a propermanner the centennial anniversary of th- nativityof the nutlou, four years' hen- e.
On th-- motion ol Dr. Nrrrs i.tsio copies of the re¬

port were ordered to in- printed.
After the announcement of the -tnc- ial committees

had been made lbs. Lt ke H. Wiseman ami W. M.
I'i NSHON delivered eloquent addresses, and Hie ad¬
dress of ike British Conference was read by ihe
Secretary. Dr. Wiseman spoke m enthusiastic w-rm«
of th" cordial welcome winch himself and rolloagnc
had received from the Wesley an Methodists in Eng¬
land and gave H-une interesting staii-tics in re
irard to the rapid growth of Methodism in thai
country. He wild thai sect were no longer looked
noon with disfavor by the wealthy and notrte, many
oi whom were llheral supnorteiw of the Chnrch.
The Nundav schools in England -lid not occupy th<-
samo position that they do in this country, >ut the
educationnl question has lately been much agitated
among the higher classes, the American?^iern was meeting with approval, and. owingW disestablishment of the Church of
Friisland the Culversltlcs of Oxford and CambridgeSSSSar jsss^WKys
the Lord to ditniae Christianity among heathen
n ThenBev. Mr. Pttnshon was received with much
auulause. He suoke in glowing terms of the stat.

Of the American tthurch, and nhowercd encomiums
upon the people who no aWy supported it
I*our yours ago, wliou here, he witnessedthe admission of colored delegates to the
General Conference and now Urmen
wero adinllted.this wan progress. He snake
of the Increased r« spent with whleh the Methodist
Church in England had guiaoil lately.h was 110

ns,a 8Pcoi88 01 huiaticiani, hut was
accorded its liue place. The speaker then referred
Jo orphan home schools, and said his codeleitateRev. Mr. Stevenson, and himself, were about to
found un orphanage In Canada. After reading a
letter from Itishop Ashhury, dated March n iso-i
he said he fully endorsed the d(.rt, ft,?s therein ex¬
pounded. After referring to the l5L the Churchissarsasr.>«"»¦«. %¦
overflow ofHoiiul and Uhriatian feeling, rather than
'o davTh m' flrtl1*1'1''1 °r 18 f:ir "'ore glorious

.V.,.tv JearM "So for Christian unit v. The
ufc

progross Vof^Metho(fisinPftfeireUnd? KmcTlsVws
conmtn'°8t ^t00® "lembeni, most of whom had
nl in^ tUe ra"kR "f tlie Methodist Episcopal

country. He considered Romanism

dotelo it
pc°I'1(-'- but Methodism wastheantl-

The hour of adjournment being passed the cora-
n reception merely introduced the rcnialu-

oJflowT!tornal delegates.(J. K. Sanderson and A.

wi rt i^ li D
Westoran Church in Canada; J.

r-v ii M. llenson. of the Methodist Episcopal
Mr i ! at,coulltr,; Mr- l'°Pe- President of the

! ,
ln K»8t«rn Brltlsli America,

tins .Yf";om the German KvaugeUcal Assocla-
« 2i* Those delegates will have un opportunity at
a future day* to uddrcss the Conference. l)r
a.pf£.of Philadelphia, was appointed to read the
devotions to-day, after which the Conference nd-

taken?0 ,0 th° sidcwolk to have their photographs

THE MAT ANNIVERSARIES.
The Ifrporta of Societies from All

Parts of the Union.

The American Tract Society on the Suppression
of Obscene Literature-The Methodist General
Conference.The Universal -Peace Union
Denounce Indirefct Damages-TheNew
York Association of Universal-

ists.The American Home
Missionary Society.

AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY.
Forty-seventh Anniversary Meeting Yes¬
terday at Association Hull.The <t"cs-
tlon ofSuppressing Obscene Literature.
Important Action Decided Upon.
The forty-seventh anniversary meeting of the

American Tract Society was held yesterday at As¬
sociation Hall, in the morning, nt nine o'clock, a
number or gentlemen assembled and at once pro¬
ceeded.after prayer hud been oirercil and a dozen
or more of letters had been read from friends who
had found It impossible to attend.to receive the
reports of the various committees, of which the
following is a summary;.
.r.rk of th.c srTletv h"s h^n vigorously prosecutedfor the year past under groat disadvantages, arising fromthe enlargement and remodelling of the tract house A

!'.rvw ."7',Ma"*yl/t.vlc, has been e"?ted over

riUiiJ. hu'ldinir, and the manufacturing operationsraised Into the three upper stories, leaving most of the
lower part ot the building to be remodelled and rented in

committee found this measure
pressed upon them by all sound financial considerations
efwhle a sl'te^s'the traet<hous&CCU''^ Central Hud

dtidngf"h? pu.it vea0r:-0 UeW ,,ubllcaUonH of'ho society

wiun RI"T" o8' ^nr "Compend of Sacred Oeotrranhy and
Biblical Antuinme-;" l»r. Everts' "Hon «;.,!) "wit
models for church building; Bacon's "Iii-ide View of the
Vatican Council," Dr. Jeter's "rival of Heaven." Dr
..»irriH S?,a i.n.AW and About .Spiritualism; ''
Modern Skepticism, by Dr. Mark Hopkins luilf a dozen

honksot practical Christianity, bv Drs. Cro'by C'uvlor
and Mrs. Barker. Mrs. Knight and Mrs. p.ran I,we - n new

large1?ealp.*V'rw?i V°rVll,,"I>,,l'ir '"'istratcd tracts <.> a

i*'S wM ihn ! '1 !' "t volumes tor the young of all
ages, Wtll illustrated; ten new and choice pocket tracts;
ages Of tn.fj^li.'a w V0 ll"1.ps' fiv" " acts and twopack-
rvVnb U, "I r'! cari1;! }" Portuguese, volume 1 of
and Veen',.i "istnry or the Retormatioi,;" ,,, Spanish

UV,,,VPW w,,rk'; foreign missions,
'.m. u.rL E", " in Hawaiian, one a translation of our

Bible Dictionary." three volumes in the
andY,ukV.m"AlVtca, and otiiers ln gulu, Creek

-rThY JY'")le r ..i new publications Issued from the
irart llouae aurlUK ihi» year wu* 1>\ of which lortv seven
wore VMitiiiics.
The Society is now issuing regtilarlv six periodicals.

I "" Hie ImtrOtni W Botm-Aafter, the
III ! .

Morning Light, monthlies, and the
i/ . I" ,

tirutirni llrsC/yaiid the DeuUc/ui¦ Vo'ktfruend
illustrated weeklies.

'

During the vear, publications tor circulatlrin among the
I,,,,, liVi'iI't.i -'I annuities, lias,- l.eeiigranted, amount-
l"g to »4C.;,7!i 61. or nearly seventy Ave million paces.
the tullowing is the financial report . Re-

SV'I saa \Zr ? .v<?.r'. !". .''.nations ami legacies,
o, ,i i sal'Ti. "i«king, with balance

L'7.rlT"rv' Expended in manufacturinghooksftiul traois. Ji'A.lWO .0; maniifaeturing and issuing
perlodleiiN, Jl U tsl !M; colportenr*. agencies, and deposi'
tones, tlu..111 IKi; district secretaries, $ll.2;,l 3D; ut'iiro
priations lor foreign and pagan lands. $7,tub; iinestmcnt
on account of the Ueorge Wood llind, $ I.|S7 -,i; a|| other
ivl- wi'pit,h<' tv.asnr.r-. report, $10,8(12 10. Total,
* : Balance In treasury. J0t7 31.
.1, i.ilrii",{ iVi' -ViVnr c"lpor:ciirs, Including 42 stu-
IV, aI" 19 colleges and theological seminaries, labored
in Ji suites and territories, and in tile adjoining British
provinces. Thev held or uddres-ed *,S% religious meet-
inv'i; made 2.3,4.>s tiunilv vi-n- ,¦unversed on personal
roliLlon or prayed with I.H.l.N tamllies; found 37.'02 I'm-
ti slant tuiiiilles n ho hnl>ltually neglected attending evan-

l.Vi ITMit'lnnur; 11 .111 7 luiniln-; ol" Hoinati Uiitliolit «

2.',084 fani lies destitute of ail religion- books'xeepttheBH'le, and 11,200 Prou-ataut famillee without the word of

During the 31 year; since missionary colportnoe was In-
niigiirated bvtlm society the sratbdieal results have been
as toiio«sI nneemplov cil eipinl to the service ot one man
tor .ib.wl.i inonths; O.Wtkfli) volumes sold; J/idtfuioO v olumes
mwLS:cst;i il"" "'."Slo"' meetings held or addressed;
s'ia? taniiiy visits made; 5,8tti.i)13 tamllies conversed
lei, nr ,'spri7"ni' /*''T prayed with; 1,473.370 Pro-
lie. ,.iiiltt c o

lv "' Meeting . aiigein al preach-
'ic i

tamllies Ot Roman Cutliolics; .Vd s-'i Protestant
nii'InV 7!oT' L

»»"»»»« destitute
<»r ail rHfgloiH books, except the Bihle.

Dr. BuuDiNfiTON, in response to a special invita¬
tion, though evidently with some reluctance, said
that a few days ago ho had inspected p (treat <(tian-
tlty of bad books captured by the ofllccrs of the
law. He was profoundly impressed with the awAH-
ness of this trade, which for thirty years had*becn
carried on without let or hindrance, save the black¬
mail paid to the detectives, in some Instances
quite large sums had thus been paid, and the ex¬
ecutors ol tlic law it it 11 become silent partners in
this hideous business. Ol the terrible character of
the literature thus circulated no description could
be too severe, it carried the classical scholar back
to the worst days of Tiberius, and. In u word, it was
so bad that the area of support to the efforts that
were now being made for its suppression, not onlv
over the whole area of the Christian church or of
those who have an ethical sense, but over the whole
area of all who desired lo preserve the purity and
honor, ay, the very life of out community, 'lo him
the most astonishing fact abotlt, this mat ter was
this, that just as wc had a Christian Sunday school
ll'orature, so by the sanm horrible inversion of good
that made the kingdom of Satan the opposite ofthe
kingdom of God, this abominable t raffle had a de¬
partment for the circulation of impure literature
among the young. The object of these works
seemed to be to so train up children of
from nine to twelve years of ago that when
ibe.v passed the crisis of their maturity they
should be prepared to plunge themselves into the
depths of the most awful Pagan licentiousness. He
could not command words to do Justice to his deep
sense ot the horror ot this business, which secmeu
to be perfectly organized on a vast scale, requiring
large capital, and with branches ill Boston, Phila¬
delphia. New Ilavcn and ail the cities or the land
where our youth of either sex were gathered to-
gethci. Efforts of the most determined charactet
were now being made lo suppress this giant evil.
The laws of the Mate about tins mutter would soon
be remodelled so as to make it a perfect in¬
strument. This discovery of the extent of
the evil had. however, he thought, opened
out a new field of usefulness to the Tract
.society. It. seemed to him as important to
suppress vile literat ure as to circulate books of a
high and useful character. He moved, therefore,
that, under the direction of the secretaries, a bu¬
reau be formed, the object of which should b" the
execution of the laws against obscene literature
and all iis appliances, and that they be requested to
receive funds which are now being laised in this
community for that purpose.

I»r. Itiscox in a few words spoke to mnch the
same purport, and alluded to the published elate-
merit that a marfufneturlng establishment devoted
entirely to the construction of vile implements,
"ken stopped by the law. was found to be under
the superintendence of a woman, and nearly all Hie
operatives hi the factory were girls.

Dr. Bt DDtBuTDN, after a little more dcsultorv dis-
cusston, continued to say that our children of the
tenderest age are subjected to evil infiuruccs, tbe
extent of which we had no conception. A friend
or his had surprised his little son, less than ulnc
years ot age, reading one of those vile publications,
and had said that he would infinitely have preferred
' E'1 r Bomri brutal ruffian had beaten him ami stamped
upon mm ratlu r than that he should have placed
omn ,Fo:MJ" 1,1 IliH "amis. He, himself, was pro-
iY.i. impressed borb with the awfnlness of this

'"u. the difficulty of successfully contending
some of five <T* KnPW how "Of"""mite had been
r/st ri. > ? ,'na,l<> 1,1 ,l"'i direction In the
w d

' therm,' ,r" I"1" d,, a'>ed the fire, and it was
ii 'h-l »-J." 't0 "e Wl"-Vaction.

chriuMn! ,
'een suggested that the Young Men's

Drlnh,nT'.'nnY!1 'F1',1 all ,,1-V "'ken t-.^s mat-

graeioiis theVo'iiir rA .
1 w"ul<' be H0""'What un-

i i. ik" "bother was -ulmtltilt--<t re¬
quiting the secret#ties of the society to ooufoi with

tho Young Men'* Christian Associations and agree
upon mutual action.
The report whh then accepted, and tbo board or

officers chosen lor the present year. The principal
c hange is that Mr. Khearer and Mr. Hand, who have
hitherto been assistant secretaries, are now raised
to an equalPy with the principal secretary. Now,
therefore, the society has again, us formerly, three
coequal secretaries.

. . ^In the evening u public meeting was held, In
which the principal features of the reports were
nBalu dlalated upon, and brief addresses made by
f ather Gavazzt, Dr. Hall and others.

NEW YORK ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS.
Annual Conference Meeting at the
llleecker Street Church.Report# of
Committees.General Proceedings.
The annua! conference of the New York Associa¬

tion of Unlversalists was held yesterday morning In
the schoolroom of the church, at the corner of
Bleeeker and Downing streets. The pastor having
called the meeting to order the proceedings were
opened with a prayer by the Rev. Charles Fleurer,
after which the election of officers for the ensuing
year was proceeded with. Mr. William A. Conant,
of Huntingdon, was elected Chairman, and Mr. F.
B. Mayhew Secretary.both by acclamation. The
minutes of the last meeting having been read and
a committee on credentials appointed, Mr. Fuller
presented his report on the state of the Church, as
ordered last May. lie spoke of the difficulty he had
experienced in obtaining accurate and reliable
statistics, and recommended that in future all re¬
turns should be sent in belore May 1.
When Mr. Fuller had concluded reading

the report he had compiled from the state¬
ments forwarded him by the superinten¬
dents of the various branches of the association
the Rev. Mr. Sweetser objected to its adoption, lie
thought that the report was very incorrect, the
statistics evidently being the result of mere guess¬
work, as they confounded materially with the re¬
ports of previous years. He finally moved that the
report be accepted, but again referred to the com¬
mittee, and, when completed, published lu the
Christian Leader.

Mr. Nyk was sure that over-estimates had been
given In many cases, especially with regard to the
average number of worshippers at the Sunday ser¬
vices in churches belonging to the association. lie
seconded Mr. Sweetser's motion, and it was accord¬
ingly carried.
Tlie Committee on Credentials then reported an

addition of about ten delegutes, after which Mr.
Sweetser read the constitution of the association.
Mr. Needham moved that if be again read, section
by section, for adoption by the Convention. Koine
of the sections were made the subject of lengthydebate, but were amended so as to suit every¬body, and ultimately adopted. Mr. Sweet¬
ser was then appointed to report uponreligious meetings, and Messrs. Nye, Mayhewand Ktratton as a Nomination Committee. It
subsequently appointed Rev. Almond Gunnison the
preacher of occasional sermons and Mr. Sweetser
the committee to report on the state of the Church
at the next meeting of the Convention.

It was then proposed that the next annual meet¬
ing should lie held out of the city, as such a course
would tend to foster the benefits of the association.
Mr. Nye, however, thought that it would be better
to pay more attention to home business, for there
was sin enough in New York, and he was by no
means satisfied with the progress of the associa¬
tion in the city districts.It was almost snail-like in
its slowness, lie proposed that meetings of the
different branches of t lie association in New York
should be held more frequently.
Mr. Chase and several other delegates advocated

/ie proposition that the next May meeting should
be held at Huntingdon, Suffolk county; but on the
motion being put to the vote it was not carried,and it was finally decided that the annual meetingof the Convention for 1ST- should be held In this
city on May l>. It was also resolved that copies of
the constitution of tho association be printed and
distributed. A vote of adjournment was' put, car¬
ried, und alter a prayer the meeting dissolved.

UNIVERSAL PEACE UNION.
The Reports or the llraneh Associations.
A Violent Denunciation of Indirect
Damages.
The sixth annual anniversary of the Universal

Tcace Union was held yesterday in room 24
Cooper Institute. The morning session was com¬
menced at 11 A. M., with Mr. Alfred H. Love pre¬
siding, and Mrs. Lillic Devereux Blake Secretary.
President Love made a brief openlug speech, In

which he explained the object of the Peace Union,
and bow, although It might be a matter of time
before tlic.v could accomplish their purpose, still
they should hope on, hope ever, for a brighter
future. People may say, what do we want with
peace, because we are at. peace now; but we might
be at war again to-morrow. Whuts wo waut is
universal peace.
Mrs. Amanda Deyo then read the annual report of

the Union, which referred with exultation to tho
Treaty of Washington as a great forward movement,
in favor of peace. The reprisals of the government
In the Corea were mentioned with considerable dis¬
favor. Mention was made of the visit of Mrs. .Tulla
Ward Howe to Europe, where she intended
holding monster peace meetings. The report
also alluded to the recent account given by Mr.
Amand Gregg before a meeting in Philadelphia
of the struggles of the Peace Unions in Europe.
A new monthly journal, entitled The Voice of
/Voce, has been started to disseminate the truths
and right of their Union. For the furtherance or
the peace policy tho Union appealed to General
Grant to remove the sentence of death on the
Indian chiefs Kantanta and Rig Tree, and were in¬
strumental In saving their lives, as the sentence
was afterwards commuted to imprisonment for
life.
The report of the Pennsylvania branch was then

read 1>V Mrs. Lillic Devereux lllake, ufter which Mrs.
Deyo read the report from the Duchess countybranch. Reports from Iowa were then read, wbtea
alluded to the victory In behalf of peace which was
gained by the abolition of capital punishment in
that Kt.itc.
Mr. L. K. Josi.in then gave a brief description of

tin* success of the peace party in the East. A peti¬
tion to Congress to strike one of the constitution
all the war clauses was then laid on the
table for the signatures of all who felt
so inclined. A letter from a Peace Union lu Balti¬
more was then read by Mrs. Blake, after which
President Love favored tho audience with a com¬
munication of Mrs. Julia Ward Ilowc, written justbefore she left for England.

President Lovk then read a series of resolutions
especially denouncing the death penalty, militarytraining, military taxes, the army, the navy, op¬pression in every form, inequality of rights, intern-
pcrunce and | INDIRECT DAMAGES.
These resolutions were unanimously adopted, and

the meeting then adjourned uutii two P. M.
During the afternoon session a letter was read

frem the Indians in reply to the efforts of the Peace
Union. Addresses were made by Dr. Frederick P.
Marrln. Mr. Wat-dwell, Mr. Saul, Mr. Masquera and
President. Love.
There was a large attendance at the evening

session and Mr. Alfred H. Love was re-elected
President, supported by about forty vice prcsl-
deutH; Robert F. Wallout, Treasurer, and llenry F.
t'htbl. Lydia A. Schofleld. Albert Wadhams, Lillie
Devereux Blake und Amanda Deyo, Secretaries,
Letters were read from several influential men,
Miss Dietz recited an appropriate poem and Mrs.
Lillie Devereux Hlake made an excellent speech,
showing in glowing and picturesque language the
horrors of war and for what small trifles thousands
of lives were olten sacrificed. The Convention ad¬
journed at ten o'clock P. M.

AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY.
The forty-slxlh annual meeting of the American

Home Missionary Society was held yesterday after¬
noon, at the illhle House, Fourth avenue, Rev.
Theodore D. Woolsey presiding. The forty-sixth an-
nual report was read and adopted nmuilmously
From it it appears that the number of missions in
the various States controlled . by the society
are pet. The receipts for the year have been $2V4,-
.">06 86. the expenditures 1281,182 fto, leaving a balance
of $20,202 eft, the receipts exceeding those of
former years by $11,403 '.hi. Gifts to the amount of
I'jO.OOO have been given outside the treasury dnrlng
the year. The following officers were elected for
the ensuing year:.President, Theodore D. Wool-
scv, D. D.; Vice Presidents, K. R. Webb,D.* !).> and Ezra Fnrnsworth; Director, Rev.
George P. Roem; Honorary Secretary, Rev.
Milton Badger. D. D.; Secretaries, Rev.
Dm. D. B. coe, A. H. Clapp, Heary M. Storm;
Treasurer, William II. Smith; Auditor, George s.
Coe; Recording Secretary, Austin Abbott. The
meeting then adjourned.

NATIONAL TEMPERANCE 80CIETY,
The annual meeting of the National Temperance

society was held at A8 Ueade street yesterday after¬
noon, James Black, of Pennsylvania, presiding.
Tne report of the Secretary, J. N. Stearns, and

publishing agent., showed that during the year clos¬
ing last month the society had stereotyped and pub¬
lished fifty new books, tracts and pamphlets;
seven volumes for Sunday school libraries;two volumes miscellaneous, Ave pamphlets,
ten sermons, twenty-six tracts and the
regnlar monthly Issues of the papers. Concerningthe papers, the report stated that, the Tooths' 7Vm-
prranre ikinmr had reached a circulation of 130,000monthly, and that during the year lift,340 copies of
the National 7trmprratwe Advocate hud been circu¬
lated.
The receipts for tho past year were:.Publication

department, $42,010 64; donations, bequests and
memberships, $6,432 2ft.
The expenses of the year were $40,204 62.
The society is la need of funds, and calls upon its

friends for old.

THE COURTS.
Interesting Proceedings in the United States

Supreme and New York Courts.

Madame FralofTa Laces.The Valk-Warmser
Bankruptcy Case.An Old Counterfeiter Com¬
mitted.Charge of Bigamy.Transfer of
a Bankrupt's Liabilities.Business in
the General Sessions.Decisions.

UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT.
Important DeeUloni>.The Case of Paige'sRight In the Chancery Reports Disposedof In Favor of the Publisher*.'The In¬
crease of Twenty Per Cent Added to the
Salaries of the Subordinate Government
Officials in Washington.

Washington, D. C., May 8,1872.
The following decisions were given in the United

States Supreme Court on Monday, the 6th Inst.
No. so. French vs. Edwards et al..Error to theCircuit Court for California..This was an action of

ejectment brought by the plulutlff In error to re¬
cover possession of a tract of land In Sacramento
county, belug u part of what is known as the Sntter
grant. The defendants held under a sheriff's deed in
pursuance of a Judgment in favor of the State for
unpaid taxes. The Court sustained the deed and
directed a Judgment for the defendants. This
Court reverses tne judgment, holding that as the
entire tract was sold, when a portion of It would
have satisaed the demand for delinquent taxes,the statute was violated and the rights of the
former owner were infringed. Mr. Justice Held
delivered the opinion; Mr. Justice Miller dissented.
No. 16S..Carpenter vs. Hover.Error to the Cir¬

cuit Court of Appeals of West Virginia..Dismissedfor want of Jurisdiction.
No. 671..Cockroft etal. vs. ^ose et al..Error to

the Supremo Court of the State of New 1 ork. uis-
missed for want of Jurisdiction.
No. 166..Coperton vs. Baldwin.Error to the Su¬

preme Court or Appeals of WestVirginia..Dismissedfor want of Jurisdiction.
...... , r....No. 146..Pugh vs. United States.Appe;" from

the Court of Claims..Decree dismissing i -<uon

a*Nm.lfl7. Paige, Executor or Paige, vs. Hanks et
al. Appeal from the Circuit Court for the Southei u
district of New York..This was a bill in equity to
obtain an Injunction and to compel the lit in or
Banks Brothers, law booksellers In New 1 ork to
make an accounting lor printing and selling the fliat
volume of "Paige's Chancery Reports,' alter Janu-
ary, 1858, thereby infringing, as claimed, a copyrightof plaintiff's. The question was whether by an agiee-
ment between the testator and the publishers, made
in 1828, the entire property in the work was trans¬
ferred to the latter, so as to preclude a
copyright by the former. The Court, below held
that there was at least a perpetual license to print
irivcn to the publishers by the contract, and the dc-
crce was for them. Tills Court aillrms ttiat decree,
holding that a fair and Just interpretation of the
terms of the agreement indicates uinuistakablv that
the author of the manuscript, in agreeing to deiivei
It for publication at a stipulated compensation, in¬
tended to vest in the publishers a full l ight ot prop¬
erty thereto. AD'. Justice Davis delivered the

°PNo.°l58. Hook et al. vs. Payne ct al..Appealfrom the Circuit Court for Missouri..This was a
proceeding by the heirs of one Curtis, a resident or
Missouri, the heirs being resideuts of t irglnla, to
make Hook, as Public Administrator of the county
in which Curtis died, and Ids sureties, responsible
lor Interest on moneys and mortgages of the estate
which remained in Ills hands. The decree was for
the heirs, and It Is here affirmed as to certain or
the parties, but reversed as to others not.neces¬
sarily joined, without costs. Mr. Justice Miller de-
livcreu the opinion.
Nos 169 to 172. Republic Fire Insurance Companyof New York vs. Wilde, and three other Insurance

companies vs. same.Error to the Circuit Court for
Minnesota..These were actions by W ildc on poli¬
cies of Insurance lssned by the several companies
on Ids stock of goods. The defence was that
the assured refused to furnish the companies
with proper evidence of the quality and value or
the goods destroyed, and particularly that- he neg¬
lected to produce certified copies of invoices, as
provided in tne policies, the orlginais being de¬
stroyed by tlic Arc. The error assigned is that the
Court rejected evidence tending to show that de¬
mand was made for these and ,hft they were re¬
fused. This Court sustain the ruling of the Court
below, finding that the evidence offered did not
tend to show when the demand was made.whether
before or after the suit was commenced, or whether
it was refused by the assured, and besides, rue
Court say the bill alleges that duplicates and not
certified copies were demanded, Mi. Jusiiot
Strong delivered the opinion.
No. 140..Steamer Patapsco vs. Hovcc.Appeal

from the Circuit Court for the Second circuit..1 Ins
was a proceeding to recover for coal furn shed the
steamer by the appellee, a coal dealer In Baltimore.
The question was on whose account or on what ac¬
count the coal was furnished. The t ourt find from
the evidence that the credit of the company owning
the steamer was not relied on by the dealer in
parting with his coai, ami it is said that as the com¬
pany was a distant corporation of no established
name, and without personal liability In case of a
failure of the enterprise in which It, was engaged,
it would be bard to believe that the merchant in¬
tended to renounce his claim against the steamer.
The decree below sustaining the lien against tne
steamer is therefore atlirmcd. Mr. Justice Dsn isdelivered the opinion.

, .No. 159. Carpenter vs. Montgomery et al..
Error to the Circuit Court lor California..This was
an action of ejectment, brought by the plaintiff in
error, to assert title deralgned from Maria Ivdora
Perolta against the defendants, who claim under
lier brothers an undivided Interest in the Ranche
San Antonio, which her father seized and liad ob¬
tained by grant from the Spanish government.
The Court hold that, as the sons had procured the
confirmation of the father's title, and hadJPffallvobtained possession of the land, their title, or th< ti¬
tle of those taken from them, could not be questioned
In an action of ejectment.. The Judgment below,
that ejectment was not maintainable, is affirmed.
Mr. Justice Bradley delivered the opinion.

No. 157. Easley vs. Reliant..Appeal from the
Circuit Court, for the District of Iowa..This was a
proceeding to foreclose a mortgage given by one
Johnson, lo the appellant, on pre-empted lands
before the issue of patents therefor. The Court held
that under ihe twelfth section of the act of 1841 ail
transfers and assignments of the rights seemed by
pre-emption prior to the issuing of the patent are
null ami void, and, consequently, that the mort¬
gage in this case was or no effect. The decree below
for the appellee Is affirmed.» Mr. Justice Bradley de¬
livered the opinion.

, , xNo. 151. Higler vs. VVoller. Administrator, Ac..
Appeal from the Circuit Court, for the District ot
Virginia..This was a suit brought by Blgler to have
a certain bond and trust deed in the nature of a
mortgage cm property in Virginia, decreed to have
been paid. Tl*' decree below was for the appellee,and the Court lluds the decision correct as to the
merits of the issue between the parties, but reverse
the decree because It directed certain payments to
be made bv Higler to the administrator (appellee)in coin. The decision of the Court in Knox vs. Doe,
and Parker vs. Davis (12 Wall, 457) Is made the rule
bv Which the Court below is to amend the decree
entered. Mr. Justice Strong delivered the opinion.No 204. United States vs. Miller and nine other
cases..Appeals front the Court of Claims..These
were actions brought to recover twenty per'cent
additional to the salaries of the petitioners under
the act of 1868 making such allowance to persons
employed in the civil service, including persons in |
the office of the superintendent of Public Bulld-
tngs, Ac., at Washington. The petitioners hcsl
various stations under the Superintendent of I ub-
llr Buildings, such ns Capitol police. prison watch-
men Ac.; but the allowance to them was mused
on the ground that they were not persons in the
office of the Superintendent in contemplation
of the act, the government taking the view
that only clerks and the higher offli ials
were comprised In the act. The Court of ( hilms
sustained the claims of the petitioners, holdingthat they were "persons In the employ or the
officer named, and consequently were within the
act. This Court affirm that decision, and the result,
ts that the twenty per cent must be allowed to
about fifteen hundred government employes ol the
lower grades, to whom It had been refused. Mr.
Justice Clifford delivered the opinion.

No. 132. Home Insurance Company, ol New vors,
vs Barton.Error to the circuit, court for Missouri..
In this ease It Is held that the granting or over¬
ruling of a motion for a new trial in the Courts of
the United states rests wholly lu the discretion of
the Court to which the motion is addressed, and
the ju'lfirment of the Court in this den>lntfsuch a motion, is affirmed. Mr. Justice Mvvaynedelivered the opinion.

. ,No. 31. Holmes and wife versus Lcvlcr et al..
Appeal from the Circuit Court for the Eastern dis¬
trict of Arkansas..The bill In this case was to en¬
force the payment of a balance due on a promissory
note given for the price of slave property. The
Court below dismissed the bill, holding tne contract
t,o be void for want of consideration, "his court
reverse the decree and remand the case, wltn "i;rections to proceed in accordance with the opiijof the court, lu the slave property Lenv
decided. In which such contracts, where
made, were lurid to l>e valid. Mr. Justice S
delivered the opinion.

k, .t .1No. 173. Steaming R. S. Mabey vs. .,!?), _a»-and No. 174. ship Helen R. ^"^V&uthero <11--peals from the Circuit Court for (the Soutner
trlct of New York.-ln these cases tho sniV

iXChapman, owned byappellees, ww»ert >
tnangwhile lying at her nler Ui tHe East tug'run into by the Coopor, Itt 'ow

t>oth the shipThe decree sustained the libelm » ndclcrce. Mr.and the tug, and this t affirm
Justice Clifford delivered the

w towboatNo. 163. Creevyet aL vfc tne » ^ ,)1(,trl,.t ofAppeal from th«
court hold that whereLouisiana..In this case tn
^ B ship when thetugboats are employe1* h(,r own course.Utter is under steam and dD««Mngrnere^the tugs will, be' Fe,f®b.e in ease of a collision owa-tllc "''.'tvTiie negligence Or mismanagement of theSdn MT Justice Clifford delivered the opinion."

Rusinrsa .# th» Cowrt.

Since the Court met on the WtU of October last It

but heard, on motion and on tbelr merits, 318 eases.
Eleven cases have been dlHiuissed on motion of th»
parties themselves and eight have been dismissed
under the rules; forty-nine cases have been ad-vancctl on the docket and hearyi out of their regularorder und nine cases go over to the fall session ofthe court for decision, some of which liuve beenordered for reargument.
The last case reached In May, 1871, was filed De¬

cember 11, 1839. The last case now reached was
filed December 10,1870. Three hundred and forty-six cases a ere filed during the year 1871.

UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURT.
Madame FralofTs Larea,

Before Judge Shipman.
The hearing of the case of Olga do Muluta Fralot

vs. The New York Central and Harlein Railroad
Companies, was resumed yesterday. It Is au ac¬
tion, as already stated In the Herald, to recover
damages for the loss of lacev, valued at $100,000,
which the plaintiff, who is a Russian noblewoman
nlleges were Btolen out of her trunk, She claims
that the trunk was broken open while she was trav¬
elling In the train between Albany and Niagara.Falls and the laces abstracted. Messrs. ITajt.Gerard and Buckley appeared for the plaintiff, andMessrs. Strong ami Shepherd for the defendants.

AN INTERESTING LAW POINT.The plalutiirs counsel offered In evidence certaindepositions of witnesses In Russia, lu the executionof which Inquiries In one case had lieeu taken downIn writing In the Russian language, and In theothers in the French language.DefeudAnt's counsel objected to the admission ofthe depositions, on the ground that thoy were notadmissible under the revised statutes or the com¬mon law, which required that, all written proceed¬ings In courts should be In the English language.The point Is one of great novelty, and copious cita¬tions were inude from elementary works and somefew authorities In which It was supposed rulingshud been made In cases of an analogous character.Plaintiff's counsel took the point that, under thepractice or the Court, the objection should havebeen interposed within u specified time arter thefiling of the depositions, so that the defect could be
remedied; and that, having failed.to do so the de¬
fendants should now be estopped from making the
objection, it was urged as a reason why the
answers were taken in Russian that the principal¬ity ofTuniboir, where the depositions In question
were completed, is in the heart or the Russian em¬
pire, und there It was easy to procure an Interpreter
to translate from English Into Russian, and not
easy to find one who felt himself competent to
translate from his native tongue into English.Huron Ostensacken, mauv years Russian Consul
General In this city, testified on the stand that the
translation of the depositions which had been made
by a Russian in this city, was a verbatim transla¬
tion of the answers In the depositions.
Counsel for plaintiff said nothing could be as¬

sumed against the validity of the papers unless
there was something shown that would actuallyvitiate them.
Judge Shipman rejected the depositions, holding

that the answers should have been reduced to writ¬
ing in the English language. He had consulted
Judge Rlatchford on the point,, and the Judge said
he hail never had a case like this belore him. tie
would give the pluiutiff the benefit of an excep¬
tion.

TESTIMONY OF UARON OSTENSACKEN.
Baron Ostensacken testified that about threo

years ago, In the month of November, Madame
Fraloff, whom he had seen then for the first time,
called upon him In reference to getting her trunk
from the depot of the Harlem Railroad; lie went
there, got the trunk, and had It. taken on a carriage
to Madame Fraloff s lodgings in Twenty-third street;
a man from the railroad oillee came with the trunk;
one of the locks was broken; the trunk was
fastened with straps and nails; it was opened In
his presence, and Madame Fraloff put lior hand
down into it and took up some gold buttons.

O. By Mr. Buckley. When Madame Fraloff put
her hand down in the trunk and took up a set of gold
buttons what did she say t A. She said, "Now, that
ia Htrange. These are valuable tilings, and tuey <uq
not take them." That was addressed to me.
Q. In what language did yon speak t A. m

French: I conversed generally with her in rrenccip
she spoke the French language.

In order to show the social standing of this lady
Mr. Buckley put a question as to whether the Baron
knew that she had letters of introduction to distin¬
guished Kussians in this country; but the question
was ruled out by the Judge. The Baron said he had
visited the lady on some occasions and she was
rather richly dressed; she wore on the day she
came to his office what looked like a set of Russian
sable; they attracted his attention, but. he did not
examine them closely enough to say whether they
were genuine or not..

TESTIMONY OF MRS. CARTER.
Mrs. Esther Carter, who st ated that she hnd re-

Hided in New York for twenty-rour years, deposed
that she was in the lace business at 917 Broadway,
near Twentv-flrst street; she was acquainted witu
the value of antique ami modern lace&, and
laces sent to her from the establishment of A. T.
Stewart Jb Co. to give her opinion as to their
value; Point d'Angteterre was a very old and
valuable lace, us well as Point d .Uenjon;but little of it was now nnide in the old style; both
those laces are hard to purchase in Loudon and
Paris; the Regency and the Mecldin laces were
also old and valuable; there were one or two books
on the subject or laces, which were regarded In tho
trade as an authority; one of them was written
by an English lady, and witness had seen the work
iii question with Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Barlow, who
hud purchased laces of her; she had seen Madame
Frulotr at her lodgings: the lady had a great many
Jewels, but what attracted the attention of the wit¬
ness were those antique laces, a portion of which
Madame Fraloff' said had been stohm from her.

Q. What laces did you see in Madame Fralofra
roomy Describe them?

, ,Objected to as irrelevant, and cpiestlon ruled ont
on the ground that the loss of the lace must be
proved before such an inquiry could be put.
The Court adjourned until this morning,
UNITED STATES OISTRICT COURTHN BANKRUPTCY.
In the case of John Sedgwick, assignee in bank¬

ruptcy of Abraham and J. Volk vs. Abraham
Warniser, Judge Blatchrord dismissed the hill, with
cofltA, on tho ground that the allegations of fraud
were not. sustained.

UNITED STATES COMMISSIONERS' COURT.
Clinrge Against a. Connterfeiter.

Before Commissioner Shields.
The United States vs. Henry D. Cole..The defend*

ant was committed In default of $10,000 ball on a

charge of having in his possession $::,ooo worth of
counterfeit money. Hv was the prine pal witness
for the government in. the case of the Lniteu statert
vs Miner, for alleged counterfeiting, when there
was a verdict of acquittal tor Miner. Cole has
already served a term in the State Prison for coun¬
terfeiting.
Alleged Violation of the Rcvenne Law.
The United States vs. Charles P. Meyer..The de¬

fendant, who keeps a lager t>eer establishment at
77 and 79 Essex street, is charged with taking reve¬
nue stamps off lager beer kegs and reusing them,
lie waived an examination, and was held u> await
the action of the Grand Jury.

SUPREME COURT-CHAMBERS.
An Alleged Forger Artmlitetl to Ball*

Before Judge Ingraham.
In rc llenrv Cole..It will be remembered that

Cole is charged with having sold in this city a quan¬
tity of alleged forged school ixmds of Allcntown, Pa-
He has liven in prison some considerable tiaae, the
opposition to his release on bail being that there
were confederates In t he case who constitute a gang
of regular counterfeiters. Yesterday, on appllca^tion of Mr. Abe 11. Hiuumell, Cole was brought
before tlus Court on writ of habeas corpus. Mr.
Hummed strenuously urged his discharge on bail.
The Court fixed the hall at $lj,000.

Charged with Bigamy.
An attachment was asked by Colonel C. &

Spencer, as counsel for Emma P. Hart, for an at¬
tachment against Thomas Hart, from whom she in
seeking a divorce, on account of non-payment or
alimony us ordered by the Court. Her statement un
that she was married to him In 1863. and that sooo
a iterwards he deserted her and marrledanotbeg
woman, bv whom he has two children. Application
was also made to have the issues rt^rre1 tojareferee. The Court granted ah order to show cauaft

whv an attachment, should not las'm, J ?intudecision upon the application for 'Jhearing the motion in the matter oft\m at lochmcM.
Decision*.

Hall vs. stratton..Motion granted.
Bird vs. McCullough..Same.
Seliuillc vs. Mitohell.-8ame.
Ten Brock vs. seaman.Same.
Slater vs. ^'l\!^.Tri.uer,1vs. Conrid Kichcnaner..Reporter referee confirmed and judgment of dl-

^Alexamw'ets al. vs. Sylvester.-Motion granted ^
W Stephen"*vs. Stephens.-Motion granted.wTse et al. vs. Morris.Motion denied. .

Greenwood et al. vs. Bulst.Motion granted foW
first Friday In June. '
Rrown vs. Wing..Motion granted for fourth. Frt^

day In May.
wllev vs. Black..Motion demed.
Same vs. Same..Motion granted for reference.

By Judge Brady.
Bnxtan vs. Rensselaer and Saratoga Itnllvoad t'om

pany..Application denied. Sec opinion.
Roberts vs. Bishop..Same.
Clifford vs. The Wnshlivgtou Iron Works.Motion

granted. Same.
Enwright vs. Enwright.Same.
Dovey va. Lift child «t al.Motion denied. Sen

oration.
Wilson vs. Hull..ffame.

Ry Judge Van Brunt.
Smith vs. Osboin.Application must be made aft

Special Term. .

MARINE COURT-PART I.
Transfer of a Bunkrapt'i imbitl'iy.

Before Judge Gross.
Kehoe vs. Fowler.The assignor of the. plalntW

sold to oue James A. Boyle, then proprietor of tho
Knickerbocker ooUmkv about eight, hundred dol-


